
 
 

City of Takoma Park 

Memo 
To: City Council 

From: Barbara B. Matthews, City Manager 

Date: March 7, 2005 

Re: Community Center Update—“Green” Features 

The Community Center Liaison Committee previously provided the City Council and staff 
with a list of “green” features that were recommended for possible inclusion in the bid speci-
fications for the Community Plaza Level phase of the Community Center project.  A copy of 
this list is attached for your reference. 
 
This matter was discussed by the City Council on February 7, 2005.  At the conclusion of the 
discussion, it was agreed that staff would continue to work with Paul Chrostowski, a member 
of the Liaison Committee, and Albert Nunez, a member of the Committee on the Environ-
ment, to determine which “green” features should be included in the bid specifications.  Mr. 
Steve Nadel also offered his assistance. 
 
On Thursday, March 3, 2005, a meeting was held to finalize the “green” features that will be 
included in the bid specifications for the Community Plaza Level.  Meeting attendees in-
cluded Project Manager Venita George, Deputy Public Works Director Daryl Braithwaite, 
Project Architect Douglas Norway, Liaison Committee Member Paul Chrostowski, and Com-
mittee on the Environment member Albert Nunez.   
 
As you may recall, the Community Center Liaison Committee divided its recommendations 
into two tiers: those that were viewed as required bid elements and those that were consid-
ered desirable.  The Liaison Committee recommended that the following items be included in 
the base bid specifications:   
 

• Lighting systems shall meet all requirements in ASHRAE/IES Standard 90.1-2004 
except that unit power densities (W/sf) shall be at least 15% below 90.1-2004 re-
quirements. 

 
• Heat pump systems specified in section 15772 shall have an EER of at least 11.0 

when measured in accordance with test procedures specified in ASHRAE/IES Stan-
dard 90.1-2004.  Heat pumps shall have an economizer cycle with dual enthalpy con-
trol.  Controls shall be commissioned per ASHRAE guidelines. 

 
These items will be included in the base bid specifications for the project as recommended 
by the Liaison Committee. 
 
The “green” features group also reviewed and addressed the following recommendations of 
the Liaison Committee: 
 



• Energy Management and Control System shall go beyond requirements in Section 
15900 of the specification and meet additional requirements in California specifica-
tion 01350 Section 17050. 

 
• Testing and balancing of systems shall go beyond requirements in Section 15990 of 

the specification and meet additional requirements in California specification 01350 
Section 15990. 

 
• Lighting systems will go beyond requirements in Section 16510 and 16520 of the 

specification and meet additional requirements in California specification 01350 Sec-
tion 16500. 

 
Following a conference call with the engineering firm retained by Lawrence Abell and Asso-
ciates, the group agreed that the proposed lighting system was acceptable. The Liaison 
Committee’s concerns related to the energy management and control systems and testing 
and balancing of the systems will be considered when Albert Nunez and John Archibald ad-
dress the solar heating systems. 
 
The resilient tile flooring issue was tabled so that there is consistent floor covering in all ar-
eas of the Community Center. 
 
The team decided that carpeting should be of a recyclable content or be recyclable.  More specifi-
cally, the carpet should meet a minimum standard of 10% post consumer.   
 
The recommended painting product will be investigated by Mr. Norway to ensure its availabil-
ity.   
 
The paint and carpet products will be included in the specifications as bid alternates.  This 
will allow the City Council to evaluate any potential cost impact of these items.   
 
Attachment 



Citizens Liaison Committee to the Community Center  --Feb. 6, 2005 
 

TIER I -- Recommended as mandatory for RFP: 
 

1. Lighting systems shall meet all requirements in ASHRAE/IES Standard 90.1-2004 except that unit power 
densities (W/sf) shall be at least 15% below 90.1-2004 requirements. 
 

2. Heat pump systems specified in section 15772 shall have an EER of at least 11.0 when measured in accor-
dance with test procedures specified in ASHRAE/IES Standard 90.1-2004.  Heat pumps shall have an 
economizer cycle with dual enthalpy control.  Controls shall be commissioned per ASHRAE guidelines. 

 
List of items that are desired and for which bids will be evaluated on a “best value” basis: 

 
1. Energy Management and Control System shall go beyond requirements in Section 15900 of the specification 

and meet additional requirements in California specification 01350 Section 17050. 
 

2. Testing and balancing of systems shall go beyond requirements in Section 15990 of the specification and 
meet additional requirements in California specification 01350 Section 15990. 

 
3. Lighting systems shall go beyond requirements in Section 16510 and 16520 of the specification and meet 

additional requirements in California specification 01350 Section 16500. 
 

4. Resilient tile flooring shall meet the requirements in California specification 01350 Section 09651. 
 

5. Carpet shall meet the requirements in California specification 01350 Section 09680. 
 

6. Painting shall meet the requirements in California specification 01350 Section 0990. 
 

7. Solar heating systems shall be installed in accordance with the proposal submitted by American Solar. 
 

TIER II -- Items with a positive but lesser impact on environmental quality and/or life cycle costs. 
 

1. Rough carpentry Section 06100 
2. Finish Carpentry Section 06200 
3. Insulation Section 07210 
4. Doors Sections 08110(8100), 08211 (8200), 08331 
5. Gypsum drywall Section 09255 

 
 
 
 
 
 


